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Silver’s 2012 Priorities (Updated)

By Liz Benjamin 
October 4, 2011 at 2:17 pm
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver sat down with me this morning for an extended interview that will air tonight on CapTon at 8 p.m. and 11:30 p.m.

Topics of discussion included, but were not limited to the follow: The millionaire’s tax, redistricting, the tax cap, mandate relief, the expansion of non-Indian gambling, the PEF contract, whether the Legislature will return to Albany prior to January and the 2012 session. 

As you’ll recall, this year’s session was unusually successful from Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s perspective, as he got both houses of the Legislature to agree to things their majorities had heretofore rejected (namely, the legalization gay marriage for the Senate GOP, tax cap for the Assembly Democrats and ethics reform for everyone). 

In fact, Cuomo was so successful during 2011 at achieving the agenda he had laid out during the 2010 campaign that it’s unclear what’s left for him to accomplish next year. The governor has yet to express what his 2012 focus will be, other than to say he wants to make government more efficient. 

As for Silver, his priorities remain largely the same: 

“I would like to see an increase in education aid in this state,” the speaker told me. 

“I think school districts are hurting and students are suffering as a result in the terms of their educational opportunities, and I would like to see our higher education facilities improve dramatically. We have been taking money from them for a long time, and I think the debate over the reduction in taxes in fact for millionaires, starting on January first, will be a significant part of the early debate next year.”

Silver also spoke of a potential “bipartisan” – not independent, mind you – compromise on redistricting. He didn’t get too specific, and I’m not sure that’s going to be enough to stave off Cuomo’s promised veto. 

The speaker did admit, however, that whatever LATFOR comes up with is not going to do the trick. But, he reasoned, it’s the only game in town at the moment, so it makes no sense to stop it now. 

UPDATE: A GOP reader reminds me that Cuomo told Karen DeWitt the following last week: “To the extent that there is a situation where people would want to compromise, fine. And I think there are conversations that are going on now.” 

The governor also said that to have this end up in court because he chooses to go the veto route would cause “chaos and confusion.” But he also said he won’t back away from his refusal to accept gerrymandered districts, which doesn’t leave all that much room for compromise. 
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